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On Dec. 2, leaders of 11 member countries of the Rio Group concluded a two-day summit in Buenos
Aires. Participants issued a joint declaration in which they pledged to strengthen democracy, fight
poverty and work toward greater regional integration. They also endorsed efforts to conclude the
Uruguay Round of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). Although the statement
warned against protectionism in regional trading blocs, the leaders praised the North American
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) recently concluded by Canada, the US and Mexico, saying it
could help development opportunities in the hemisphere. The presidents of Argentina, Chile,
Honduras, Jamaica, Uruguay, Brazil, Paraguay, Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Mexico attended
the meeting. Venezuelan President Carlos Andres Perez was unable to attend due to the Nov. 27
coup attempt. In their final statement, the regional leaders declared their support for Perez and
his elected government. Peru and Panama have been suspended from the organization for failure
to adhere to democratic principles, although the group expressed hope that constituent assembly
elections held Nov. 22 in Peru would "eventually lead to the reestablishment of democracy, paving
the way for Peru's reentry into the Rio Group." The leaders failed to reach unanimous agreement on
allowing Peru's reentry into the group or on a condemnation of the Cuban government. (Sources:
Agence France-Presse, Spanish news service, 12/02/92)
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